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This section contains information to help Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) determine Medi-Cal recipient eligibility for students and family members who may receive services under the Local Educational Agency Medi-Cal Billing Option Program.

Eligible Students
To participate in the LEA Program, students must be certified as eligible for Medi-Cal for the dates that services are rendered.  LEAs will not receive reimbursement under the Medi-Cal LEA Billing Option when the student is only eligible for the following services:

(
Programs solely funded by the State

(
Minor Consent Program

Some students may also be required to meet a Share of Cost before being certified as eligible for Medi-Cal services.  Refer to the Share of Cost (SOC) section in the Part 1 Medi-Cal provider manual and the Share of Cost (SOC):  UB-04 for Outpatient Services section in this manual.

Ineligible Aid Codes
Students with the following aid codes are ineligible for Medi-Cal reimbursable LEA services:

	01
	44
	53
	7G
	71
	81

	02
	48
	55
	7H
	73
	84

	07
	5F
	58
	7K
	74
	85

	08
	5T
	6U
	7M
	75
	88

	1H
	5W
	65
	7N
	79
	

	1U
	5X
	69
	7P
	8F
	

	3T
	5Y
	7C
	7R
	8N
	

	3V
	50
	7F
	70
	8T
	



Descriptions for these aid codes are in the Aid Codes Master Chart in the Part 1 Medi-Cal provider manual.

Determining Eligibility
To determine a student’s eligibility, providers may use one of the


following options:

(
For a one-year retroactive period, beginning with the date of enrollment, and then on a quarterly basis, LEAs may obtain eligibility verification information by sending data in a specific format via the Internet.  This is a unique process created by the 

Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) specifically for 

LEAs.  Information about this process is available to LEAs from 

DHCS Information Technology Services Division (ITSD).  

(Contact information for ITSD is available in the Local Educational Agency (LEA) section of this manual.)  ITSD representatives provide LEAs with data layout formats and specific information to perform the process.

· Memorandum of Understanding (MOU):  LEAs may enter into an agreement with their county welfare department to process the eligibility files for their service population.  The county may process the student files and return eligibility information to the LEA as a provider.  At a minimum, the LEA will need to provide the county with two or more of the following:  The name, date of birth and Social Security Number for each individual for which eligibility information is sought.  Additional information and requirements may differ depending on the arrangements made with individual county welfare offices.

(
Point of Service (POS) device:  Providers swipe a plastic Benefits Identification Card (BIC) through a machine that returns eligibility information on a receipt-like printout.  Recipient information also may be keyed in by hand.  Providers who are actively billing may be eligible to receive a POS device free of charge.  Other providers may purchase a device.  Additional information is available in the Point of Service (POS) section in the Part 1 Medi-Cal manual.

(
Automated Eligibility Verification System (AEVS):  This system is used by providers who want to verify eligibility for a small number of students by telephone.  The only equipment required is a touch-tone telephone.  LEAs will need to enter 

their NPI, the student’s Medi-Cal ID number, the student’s date 

of birth and the month of service for which the LEA is verifying eligibility.

Providers may make up to 10 eligibility inquiries per telephone call.  The toll-free telephone number is 1-800-456-AEVS.  Instructions for using AEVS are in the AEVS:  General Instructions and AEVS:  Transactions sections in the Part 1 Medi-Cal manual.

· Medi-Cal Web site on the Internet at www.medi-cal.ca.gov:  A personal computer with a modem and a browser (for example Internet Explorer) is required.  Providers may verify a recipient’s eligibility, clear Share of Cost liability and reserve Medi-Services by sending data via the Internet in a specific data format.  To create eligibility batches for recipients seen on a monthly basis, providers may use the Internet Batch Eligibility Application (IBEA).  

· Providers also may develop their own software or use software developed by a vendor to verify eligibility.  A list of vendors who may develop eligibility verification systems is available in the CMC Developers, Vendors and Billing Services Directory on the Internet at www.medi-cal.ca.gov .  To view the list, click the “Technical Specs” link and then the “CMC Developers, Vendors and Billing Services Directory” link.
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